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overthrow his supremacy in the Corporation. It would have been
well if at this stage Pherozeshah had rescued himself from the
unfortunate position in which some of his over-zealous friends and
admirers had placed him and had declined to have anything to do
with an office which had no particular significance and from which
a section of the community was determined to exclude him. But,
either from an imperfect realization of the forces that were arrayed
against him, or because he was a fighter all his life, he declined to
reconsider the position and withdraw his candidature. The result was
a complete defeat, though his old colleague, Mr. H. A. Wadya, who
had been put up as one of the rival candidates, and who did not feel
very happy in the position he occupied, advised the electorate to vote
for Pherozeshah in preference to himself. It was a foregone conclu-
sion; it did not, at least, surprise those who knew anything about the
organization of the so-called orthodox party, and who were aware of
the ease with which the electorate could be manipulated under a
scheme directly calculated to facilitate an overwhelming representa-
tion of the ignorant and the illiterate.
The defeat of Pherozeshah was hailed with exuberant joy by his
opponents, and trumpeted in glaring head lines which proclaimed
that the community did not want him, and would be quite happy to
jog along without the assistance of the " Indispensable." It was in-
tended to serve as a rude rebuff to one who was never tired of declar-
ing that he was an Indian first and a Parsi afterwards. As a matter of
fact, the defeat was in no sense a verdict of the community. The
vast majority of the educated classes, the men of light and leading,
voted solidly for Pherozeshah, and had it not been for the disrespect-
able elements in the electorate who could be bought, he would have
emerged triumphant, despite the machinations of his puny oppon-
ents. The scheme of election provided ample scope for manipulation,
and the victory went to the party with the superior organization and
the less scrupulous methods. It was not a clean fight, and what was
practically the only defeat at a poll sustained by him during his
long and eventful career, could in no sense be regarded as the
judgment of the community on its most distinguished member.
It would be useful to examine here in brief the contention put
forward by Pherozeshah's detractors that he had shown himself